The Pence Gallery will host an excellent review of plein-air painter Jody Joseph’s recent work, in Off the Beaten Path. Available for viewing June 12th through July 20th, Jody’s landscapes play with the dynamism of light and color. On Friday, June 13th, from 7-9 PM, join us for a reception to meet the artist and view the exhibition. From 6-7 PM, Pence Gallery members are welcome to join Fiddlehead Cellars proprietor and meet winemaker Kathy Joseph as they pour select wines.

The Pence is excited to be introducing Ms. Joseph’s work, given that she is a Canadian-based artist who has mainly shown in Ontario and Italy. However, she does have ties to this area, as she received her J.D. from the University of San Francisco. As the current Director of the International School of Painting in Umbria, Italy, Jody spends time every summer painting in the Italian countryside, looking down at the Tiber River. Thus, several of her works reveal a large focus on Italy, where through bold, sweeping brushstrokes, Joseph asserts “more detail doesn’t make it more real.” While she forgoes meticulous shading and intricately detailed subject matter, Jody nonetheless reveals an appreciation for nuance.  Her oil paintings focus on a beam of sunlight on a car door or the twisted growth of olive branches. As an artist, she considers herself, an “explorer, feeler, observer, excavator of space, recorder of my special place.” Her loose brushwork and earthy tones create scenes that are familiar, and yet they remind us that we are much smaller than the universe in which we exist. We invite you to come and explore for yourself. 

